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ROBERT S. BUTTS

Robert S. Butts, an amateur radio licensee since 1987,
opposes any changes in usage of the 902 - 928 MHz band which
might be a threat to the already shared privileges of the
amateur service in this band. He is an active user of this
amateur band. He holds-an Electrical Engineering Degree and
has been active for over 50 years in research and development
in the fields of communication, television and radar. The
following comments are submitted in regard to the possible
removal of or further limitations on the amateur operations
in this band.

1. Since the band was released for amateur radio use
in september, 1985, amateur radio operators have spent many
thousands of dollars of their personal funds to establish
communication circuits in this band. These circuits are avail
able for emergency purposes and propogation studies.

2. In the greater Washington, D.C. area amateurs use
the 903.0 to 903.2 Mhz range for weak signal propogation and
antenna stUdies. The Metrovision amateur television repeater
transmits at 910 - 916 Mhz, and the Alexandria Radio Club has
an FM repeater with an input at 907.6 Mhz, and an output at
919.6 Mhz.

3. Amateurs have shown their ability to share the radio
frequency spectrum quite successfully over the years, as has
been evident from the sharing that has been done on frequencies
above 220 MHz with the U.s. Armed Forces. Automatic Vehicle
Monitoring Systems do not need the whole band.

4. Increased crowding of amateur frequencies has occurred
due to the loss of the ~20 - 222 Mhz frequencies, and some
further crowding will occur to accommodate the wind profiler
service in the 449 - 450 Mhz band in some areas.
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5. Increased usage of the 420 - 450 Mhz band in many
areas, as well as the loss of the 420 - 430 Mhz portion of this
band near the Canadian border, has caused many amateur television
operations to move, of necessity, to the 902 - 928 Mhz band.
Higher frequency bands cannot necessarily be used for such pur
poses because of the high foliage losses with which many amateur
operators must contend. Moreover, high powered military and
aviation related radars also use both the 420 - 450 and 1240 
1300 Mhz bands.

6. Such new experimental modes as digital voice, digital
video and spread spectrum warrent continued amateur access to
this band.

For the above reasons the amateur radio service should not
be further restricted in its use of the 902 - 928 Mhz band.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

~s-'.~~
Robert S. Butts, KD3EP
2825 31st Street N.W.
washington, D.C. 20008-3524
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